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Audio GeAr

Crank it up with 
these audiophile 
projects.
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1. MSA-R MIDI Decoder
Highly Liquid $50–$67
highlyliquid.com

This kit gets top marks 
for ease of assembly 
and low price, and 
because it’s prepro-
grammed to do all the 
heavy lifting, all you need to do is solder 
it together and attach it to the device of 
your choice. It’ll take an average-skilled 
solderer 1½ hours to assemble, and 
from there the possibilities are endless. 
Circuit-bent devices, kinetic toys, and 
things that light up can all be linked and 
sequenced into a sound-and-light show 
that’ll impress onlookers with your inge-
nuity and resourcefulness. And it’s fun!

—Michael Una

2. Elekit TU-879S  
Stereo Tube Amplifier 
Tube Depot $600
tubedepot.com

The great thing about 
this kit is the variety of 
skills you’ll learn. Not 
only do you end up with 
a warm-sounding tube 
amp, but you also learn how all these 
audio components are produced, as well 
as proper soldering technique, orienta-
tion of polarized capacitors, spacing of 
large-value wirewound resistors, and 
heat sinking of transistors. It's relatively 
straightforward to build, but if you’re a 
novice, seek out a mentor with electron-
ics experience to offer some guidance.

—Jake Spurlock 

3. PoddWatt 
Series 1 Amplifier
OddWatt Audio $575
oddwattaudio.com

Just one listen to this 
home-built, high-end 
tube amp, and you'll 
quickly discover that 
there’s more to that 
classic song you've been listening to 
for years. It has nothing to do with 
nostalgia — tubes just sound more 
musical than pure solid state, and the 
PoddWatt is a prime example.
 So, what can you get from a mid-priced 
tube amp kit nowadays? If you're willing 
to play by the rules, the answer is quite 
a bit. The PoddWatt produces a smooth 
sound that rarely offends, and as a kit, 
the build is fantastic. The instructions 
are thorough, and the components USA-
sourced. The best part? The listening just 
gets better with time.                                     —JS

speakers
4. TriTrix MTM Speakers
C&W Audio Labs $259/pair
parts-express.com

Speaker design master 
Curt Campbell has 
created several dream 
kits for the audiophile, 
including the TriTrix. 
Featuring two 5.25" Dayton Audio 
woofers and a single tweeter in MTM 
format, the final product has an easy, 8Ω 
load that can be used for audio or home 
theater systems. The transmission line 
kit includes precision-cut MDF for making 
the cabinets, which came together for me 
with a little wood glue and some clamps 
(I used five to make it easy on myself). 
With instructive online manufacturer 
videos and priced at only $259/pair, 
these speakers blow the roof off any 
competitor.                                                            —JS

5. Seas Idunn 2-Way Speakers
Seas Prestige $698/pair 
madisoundspeakerstore.com

Named after the Norse 
goddess of youth, the 
Seas Idunn kit sets a 
high standard for DIY 
speakers. Cabinets come 
fully assembled in black ash, cherry, 
or maple, and the crossover also comes 
prebuilt, so installing it is just a matter of 
affixing it to the boxes and attaching the 
drivers. All told, the build took me about 
two hours using basic hand tools. To get 
speakers that look and sound this good, 
you'd normally pay several thousand  
dollars.                                                                     —JS

retro
6. Premium Berliner 
Gramophone Kit
Gakken $120 
makershed.com MKGK28

Constructed from a 
motor and various bits 
of wood, plastic, and 
styrofoam, this retro 
gramophone kit offers 
the allure of carving grooves into 
compact discs and Dixie cups with a 
sewing-needle-based pickup and 
playback assembly. 
 Illustrated instructions in both 
Japanese and well-translated English are 
included, and the hour-long assembly 
only requires a screwdriver, some scotch 
tape, and a battery. This kit definitely 
delivers on the archaic, hands-on audio 
experience. Recommended for all ages. 

—Adam W. Kempa 

7. XS-402 Little Wonder  
Crystal Radio Kit
Xtal Set Society, Inc. $19 
midnightscience.com/kits.html

Many middle-aged DIY 
enthusiasts have con-
structed a crystal radio 
set; it’s such a joy to pull 
radio signals out of the 
ether using only the radio signal itself 
for power. 
 Unlike traditional crystal sets, the 
XS-402 uses a molded, high frequency 
choke, eliminating the frustrating coil-
winding process, and features large 
solder pads, great for learning to solder. 
It’s a perfect project for adults to build 

with kids, and it serves as a great tool to 
teach basic radio theory, soldering, and 
handling of electronic parts and PCBs.  
If you’re interested in “old school” radio 
technology or want to learn more com-
plex skills, this is the kit for you.

—Thomas Arey N2EI

oddwatt audio
bruce heran 
& rodney 
brinker
oddwattaudio.com

OddWatt owners Bruce Heran 
and Rodney Brinker met in 2009 
after Heran posted a kit build on 
diyaudioprojects.com. Brinker 
was working on the same kit, and 
they realized they had a lot in 
common, especially their sense 
of what makes a quality kit. 
 “We liked the idea of just 
building the thing right the first 
time using quality parts,” says 
Brinker. 
 Using their unique OddWatt 
amplifier circuit as a basis, they 
knew they had something effec-
tive and different. "The circuit is 
deceptively simple," they write. 
"The signal path has only one 
capacitor and one transformer." 
  Heran focuses on design-
ing solid products that last, 
and Brinker strives to provide 
instructions so clear that even 
the unskilled will enjoy success. 
Hundreds of hours go into each 
kit, from concept to completion. 
It’s no wonder their motto is 
“Good Listening!” 
 Look for new kits coming soon, 
including a large power amp, 
a phonograph preamp, and a 
single-watt vacuum tube kit for 
beginners.

—Goli Mohammadi
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